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To Promote openness, transparency and accountability in the working of every public
authority, for bridging the gap hetween providers and beneficiaries of public services; to make
citizens part of decision making; to make administration responsive and coiruption free; to
strengthen the foundation of democracy and to create informed citizenry; RTI Act-2005 envisions

the establishment of structural transparency and accountability as the statutory norms rather than -

exceptions.
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The RTI Act under section 4 provides a comprehensive framework for promaoting openness in
the functioning of the public authorities. While Section 4(1) (a) provides a general guideline for
tecord management, so that the information could be easily stored and retained, the sub-sections

b, ¢ and d of Section 4 relate to the organizational objects and functions. Sub-sections (b), (c) and

(d) of Section 4 of the RTI Act and other related information can be grouped under six categories;
namely, '

1- TS 3T R (Organization and function)
2-goic 3N FEFA (Budget and programmes)
3-WAN-9AR AR SeTdr ¥ /& (Publicity and public interface)
4- $-a1deH (E-governance)
- & BIEIRE S=ERY (Information as prescribed)
6- 91T B 9T & 9IS FASHRT (Information disclosed by own initiative)
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For implementation of Suc motu disclosure under Section 4 of RTI Act, 2005: a detailed
guideiine, explaining each category aforementioned above of disclosable information, was issued

by DOPT, Gol vide Office Memorandum No. 1/6/2022-IR dated 15t April, 2013. Further, DOPT vide
. OM dated 10-12-2013 and 22-9-2014 requested all the Ministries/Departments/Public

Authorities to comply with O.M. guidelines dated 15-4-2013 and also the proactive disclosure

package to be got audited by a third party. :
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In this context, the auditor of tndian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi has gone
through the website of the Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, Kozhikode—
referencing information provided in the self-appraisal form submitted on the CIC portal—and found
that the core objectives of the Directorate {established in 1966) include increasing the overall
production and productivity of arecanut, spices, betel leaves, and aromatic plants across Ind ia;
fostering research and innovation; supporting farmer welfare, market development, export
promotion, as well as policy and institutional assistance etc.
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- The extensive information provided on the Directorate's website will primarily he beneficial

for arecanut and spice farmers, FPOs, agricultural researchers, policymakers, extension officers,

agribusinesses involved in spice production and trade, as well as the general public. However,
‘under the proactive disclosure of information under Section 4 of the RTI Act, the following may be
 noted for future reference: - :
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RTl awareness cum training programme may be organized on regular interval by the Board to

encourage its CPIO/APIO, other senior and Junior staffs to participate for advance
understanding of RTI. If any such training including iGot Karmyogi has been undertaken by

officer/staff, the certificate can be uploaded at the website.
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The categories of documents broadly held by Directorate has been placed at the website as per
section 4(1)(b){vi} of the RTI Act. However, custodian of these and other categories of documents
e.g. Administrative & Establishment: Service books, personal files and (APAR/ACR). Financial &
Accounts: Cash hooks, budgets and audit reports. Procurement & Tenders: contracts, bidding
documents, and purchase orders. Operational & Policy: Standard Operating Procedures, minutes
and project reports. Legal & RTI: Correspondence related to RTI, court case and vigitance
inquiries etc may also be shown.

3. fcermerT &1 a¥ 2023-24 & v 3uaey arfie RO @t 2024-25 =71 2025-26 & aifds e @
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The Directorate's annual report available for the year 2023-24 may be replaced with the annual

report for 2024-25 or 2025-26. Additionally, the audited self-assessment report for 2023-24
regarding the RTI third-party audit may be updated with the latest audit report.

4. Masfard MR & for gaw 9t 3 giawe A et B yHRia FTET DoPT F e
TEAT 1/6/2011-1R @i 15.04.2013 & dgd 31999 ¥ SAMIT, Tg o &= of adhal &
IR 8 Q9T 9T ST S gahdT 2l

Publishing both the transfer policy and transfer orders by Public.Authority are mandatory vide
DoPT memd No. 1/6/2011-IR dated 15.04.2013. Hence, the said policy may be formulated and
may be placed at the website.
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FAQs help people more easily understand services, proceduras, and policies, reducing the need
for inquiries and improving workflows. These can also be provided on the website.
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The STQC certificate is issued by the Standardization Testing and Quality Certification Directorate

under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, Government of India; it entails a:
website quality certification based on national and international standards or best practices.

The Directorate has stated in its suo moto disclosure that discussions are underway with the
NIC's authorized agency to obtain the STQC certificate. However, the website has recently been
launched with new features, and the STQC certification is expected to be secured soon.
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Indian Agricultural Research Institute extends its sincere gratrtude to the Directorate
of Arecanut and Spices Development, Kozhikode for achieving the 94% score in the RTI
Third Party Audit for the year 2025-26 as per details below: -

! 1 —. =
SI. No. | Head ;I Total Marks as per | Marks Claimed | Marks given by
. category selected by by PA as per Auditor of RTI
Public Authority in the | self-appraisal Third Party
3 _ self-appraisal Audit
01 Organization and function 89 89 }' 79
| 02 Budget and programmes _ 250 250 250
03 Publicity and public interface 200 _ 200 200 |
| 04 E-governance 200 200 .| 196
05 Information as prescribed 100 100 90
106 Information disclosed by own 50 - 031 25
initiative -
Total ] 889 870 840 |
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This achievement reflects the_ public authority's _high-level commitment to

transparency, accountability, and adherence to the norms o_f 'proactive disclosure’
(voluntary public disclosure of information) under Section 4 _of the RTI Act, 2005.
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